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Overtones

September 2011
SMTA Meeting September 14, 2011 
·       8:30 A.M.  Executive Board Meeting (Members Welcome)

·       9:40 A.M.  Mini Recital:  Barbara Miller and Greg Presley will be performing

·       9:50 A.M.  General Meeting 

·      10:20 A.M. Shop and Visit 

·      10:30 A.M. Program:  The September program will be a teacher-led interactive panel discussion on the topic of planning and executing a year for a typical student. Working forward and backwards from competitions, recitals, adjudications, performance classes, we will be talking about how to select repertory, when to begin learning it, how to keep students motivated in working on the same pieces for several months, when and how to memorize pieces, how to make students more secure before recitals and competitions, how to use performance classes to help the students, etc. The teachers leading the discussion will be Janice Smith, Mary Simpson, and Barbara Miller. The teachers will focus on preparation for an upper-elementary, lower-intermediate student, an intermediate student, and an advanced student, because the time-line for each of these will be different, of course. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Hello to all!  I hope that as I write this you are making the most of these last couple weeks of summer!  I know we are all busy gearing up for the upcoming year, but I’m trying to take time to enjoy what’s left of this beautiful August!

Throughout this summer, I have been continually struck by illustrations of seed planting and the resulting fruit.  I remember knowing that I had lots of seeds hovering beneath the ground in late spring and early summer, but where were the sprouts and blooms?  We had the rain, but where was the sunshine I expected!!!  I never heard of  April, May and June showers bring July flowers!!!  Likewise, how often do we wait for those seeds we know we planted in our students to bloom but the right conditions don’t seem to be happening.  (Too many missed lessons, not enough practice, too many activities and mixed up priorities.)  Yet we continue to plant and hope that there will be fruit eventually, though we know not when or even which seeds will sprout.  This summer we spent our vacation in Discovery Bay and the surrounding area on the Olympic Peninsula.  Ferrying to Victoria, B. C.  and visiting the Butchart Gardens was one of the highlights of our week.  We soaked in the beauty of an extraordinary palette of color and were in awe of the the variety provided by the hundreds, perhaps thousands of botanical species carefully planted in glorious gardens amidst fountains and well thought out landscaping.  I began to wonder at just how many seeds and bulbs had been planted to create such incredible displays, and how much planning, preparing and nurturing went into this breathtaking place.  Victoria also had uncooperative weather this year which I’m sure resulted in great challenges for the botanists and landscaping artists as they faced the upcoming expectations of the many tourists who would soon arrive, expecting the famous picture postcard views.  

We will soon be returning to our “planting season” as the school year begins.  Perhaps we will find some seeds from last year have sprouted over the summer.  Perhaps some have remained “dormant” and are just ready to bring forth fruit.  Not surprisingly, there may be some that simply vanished.  My hope for each one of us is that we can find joy in the seeds that do find fertile soil and bring forth a bounty of musical excitement.  And for those that don’t, that we can persevere with patience, knowing that although the “right conditions” for many are not met, there will eventually be fruit from our endeavors.  That fruit might not look like an amazing performance of a Beethoven Sonata or a flawless example of sight reading.  It might be a love of music or an appreciation of just being able to read well enough to continue playing on one’s own.  It might someday appear as an adult who values music study for their own children.  No matter what, we are privileged to be planters of seeds that bring forth fruit and provide ongoing beauty in a world that needs music so much.  

Looking forward to a wonderful year with you all.

Carolyn Stuart          
Musicianship Exams

Musicianship Exams will be Saturday, January 21, 2012 at Whitworth! Now is the time to prepare and challenge your students! Technique & Rhythm, Ear Training, Sight Reading and/or Written Theory are all being offered.  Setting goals to take exams is a great motivational tool and the exams are flexible in that you may enter the student at different levels in the different categories and in as few or many categories as you choose. The only exception is that if they are entered in Technique, they need to also take the Rhythm exam and vice versa.

What you’ll need:  The handbook from Washington State Music Teachers Association is available for free at www.wsmta.net under forms and you can download just the levels you want. The registration form is also on the website under forms and should be completed and mailed (snail mail) with a single check per teacher payable to SMTA to Linda Frank by November 19th. When completing the form, please leave the “options” column blank as we do not have those offerings. Cost is still $12.00 per student entered.  I hope you’ll join us! Please e-mail Linda Frank at dandlfrank@netscape.net or call at 448-5520 for more information.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

SMTA Monthly Programs

There are many wonderful programs this year.  November’s program will feature Alan McCoy on some more piano tuning/technician issues as a follow-up to the wonderful presentation he made a few years ago. He'd love to target his presentation specifically to our interests and needs, so please contact Greg Presley with questions you'd like him to answer or topics you'd like him to present. Kendall Feeney will be back with us giving a presentation in February, topic TBA. The remaining programs will be about jazz piano, recording piano more successfully, and some aspect of technology and piano. 

A new feature of Programs this year will be a five-minute segment called "NEW FINDS".  The purpose of that time will be to share a new piece or new composer that you have discovered. Some teachers might choose to play a piece or a few measures, others will just share the name or source of the music that you have found. In some cases, it might just be a "rediscovery" of a piece that you came across at the bottom of your pile that you haven't taught in 15 years.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Proposed Adjudications Honors Recital Amendment

The SMTA board is presented an amended proposal for the adjudications honors recital policy we initiated several years ago. The current policy has satisfied one of our purposes which was to present an honors recital more fully representative of the entire chapter. However, the board has been feeling that the policy as it stands is also penalizing those teachers who have very large studios, so we are not providing any incentive for teachers to enter more students in adjudications. The current policy allows a maximum of 4 students per studio to be eligible to be selected for the honors recital - 2 for upper level and 2 for lower level. The new policy up for discussion at the September meeting would be tweaked to allow teachers entering 20 or more students in adjudications to have one additional honors recital eligible slot. Since we currently have fewer than 6 teachers who enter studios of that size, we don't anticipate that this will make our recitals unwieldy. A specific proposal spelling out the details will be presented at the September meeting, but some of the numbers are arbitrary so we expect that many teachers will like to be heard on this issue. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

From Ireland, to New York, to Seattle
…due to popular demand! Peter Mack, a Steinway Concert Artist, is coming back to Spokane!  Dr. Mack keeps a very full calendar of musical events as a performer, teacher, adjudicator, clinician and convention artist.  He is currently serving as Professor of Piano Performance at Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle.

 

The Steinway Piano Gallery will host a solo piano concert featuring Dr. Peter Mack, at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 10, at Steinway Piano Gallery, located at 13418 East Nora Avenue (I-90) south frontage between Pines & Evergreen) in Spokane Valley.  This event is free to the community.

 

The program will consist of works by Scarlatti, Chopin, Rachmaninoff and more.  Dr. Mack is known for his extensive repertoire both in solo works as well as in collaborative works.  He has played twenty-five concertos with orchestras.

 

The Los Angeles Times says of Peter Mack, “Mack is one of those lucky ones, born with a completely balanced set of talents.  He has perfect piano hands, his technique is all but infallible, he has boundless temperament, style and taste, and above all, he communicates directly….In all capacities he is indefatigable….”  Don’t miss this rousting concert with the Irish pianist Peter Mack!
 
Dr. Mack will also conduct a master class at the Gallery on Saturday, September 10 at 11:00 am.  The public is invited to observe Dr. Mack working with several area students.
 
 For information, call Steinway Piano Gallery @ (509) 32-PIANO (327-4266) or send email to joyce@steinwayspokane.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________

PIZZA & PIANO IV !!!
 

Steinway Piano Gallery is pleased to host Dr. Peter Mack in a FREE Master Class Saturday, September 10, 2011 at 11:00am at the Steinway Piano Gallery. Pizza and soda will be served to all in attendance.

 

The names of all pianists who want to perform will be entered into a drawing box. Four or more names will be drawn to perform and work with Dr. Mack. Dr. Mack wants it emphasized that he realizes that this Master Class is at the start of the new year and so pieces in progress are welcome. Each performer will be allotted approx. 30 minutes.

 

In addition, Dr. Mack will be performing a recital Saturday evening, September 10th at 7:30 pm at Steinway Piano Gallery. Most of you know that Peter is a great pianist and entertainer. (He has such an extensive repertoire that this concert will be completely different from the one he will be giving for the North Idaho State Music Teachers Conference on October 7, 2011.) There is no charge for the Master Class or the concert.

 

Please review your studio and notify any students you think will benefit from this FREE Master Class. Students are encouraged to observe even if they are not planning on playing for Dr. Mack. Your students will leave inspired to be better pianists. At the very least, they won't leave hungry!

 
For information, call Joyce at Steinway Piano Gallery (509) 32-PIANO (327-4266) or send email to joyce@steinwayspokane.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________

We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to Kevin Rindlisbacher and to Steinway Piano Gallery, for their printing and mailing of “Overtones” to the Spokane Music Teachers Association membership.

Idaho State Conference

Dr. Peter Mack will be presenting. It will be at the Ameritel Inn on Highway 95 in Coeur d’Alene at 333 Ironwood Drive.  Dr. Mack will be playing a recital Friday night, October 7, at the hotel and provide several sessions on the 7th and 8th.  He will be playing different pieces than he performed for the Washington Conference. There will be a $10 luncheon on Friday.  Check future emails and the website for more specific information as it becomes available, including costs and times of sessions.

Conference Sessions:
Preparing for Performance: How to ensure our students are ready for the big day
Masterclass with Dr. Peter Mack
Tricks of the Trade: 52 ways to organize your studio
Unknown Pieces by Master Composers:Chopin's Contredanse, Bach's Duettos, and more!
Friday Night Recital

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music for Young Children


�Are you looking for a new and exciting program to incorporate into your piano studio?





Online training seminars available.


For more info, call 1-800-828-4334


or online,


 �HYPERLINK "http://www.myc.com/Teachers/Become-A-Teacher.htm"�http://www.myc.com/Teachers/Become-A-Teacher.htm��





Performer Needed


A performer is needed to play or sing at the November minirecital.  If you would like this opportunity to share your music, please email Joyce Kelly at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dolce2feroce@gmail.com" �dolce2feroce@gmail.com�.
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Kong Duo to perform at Whitworth!


The piano duo of Joanne Kong and Paul Hanson will perform an all Liszt bi-centennial program in the Whitworth Recital Hall on September 24, at 8:00 p.m.  Paul Hanson is a native from Spokane and graduated from WSU. The duo now resides in Washington D. C., and have been critically acclaimed for their “impeccable musicianship, mastery of tone color, and exacting ensemble.”  Later this year they will perform on the Smithsonian National Gallery Concert Series in honor of the Liszt bicentennial.  They will present a master class on Friday, September 23, at 


4:00 p.m. in the Recital Hall.


Both events are free.








Spokane Music Teachers Association presents a Halloween Special!


"Ghostly Composer"  A Hauntingly Beautiful Piano Extravaganza!  25 teachers and 10 students will present this concert featuring collaborative works from every era.  The date is Saturday, October 29th at 4:00pm and 7:00pm at EWU's Music Building Recital Hall.  Admission is a suggested donation of $10 for adults and $5 for seniors and students.  All proceeds benefit student scholarships








